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2263 Frankfort Avenue Louisville KY 40206 /  phone: 502 893-0788  / email: fairness@fairness.org

PLAN TO ATTEND
★ Dining Out for Life – Dec. 3, dine 
at local restaurants to benefi t HIV/AIDS 
services at Glade House, details at 
diningoutforlife.com or 587-5080

★  Envisioning Kentucky with a 
Statewide Fairness Law – Dec. 10, 7 
p.m., join us a community forum on the 
recent Summit to develop strategies to 
win a statewide Fairness law, Fairness 
offi ce, 2263 Frankfort Ave.

★  Premiere of MILK  – Dec. 11, 7:30 
p.m., join us for a special Fairness night 
premiere of the new fi lm about the life of 
Harvey Milk, Baxter Avenue Theaters, 
regular admission.

★  Pops Goes the Holidays  – Dec. 12, 
8 p.m. and Dec. 14, 3 p.m., Voices of 
Kentuckiana holiday concert, Clifton 
Center, VoicesKY.org. or 583-1013.

★  Our History in the Time of 
Milk – Jan. 13, 7 p.m., a community 
conversation about LGBT life 
in Louisville in the 1970's, Chao 
Auditorium, Ekstrom Library, UofL.

★ Louisville Youth Group – support 
and social group for LGBTQ youth 14 
– 21, weekly meetings.  Call 499-4427.

December

2008

Challenging Proposition 8

Community Forum:Statewide Fairness

continued on page 5

 Election Day 2008 was a watershed moment for LGBT Americans.  The election of 
Barack Obama, together with a strong Democratic majority in Congress, offers strong promise 
of major progress on a wide range of issues, including enactment of the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act (barring discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and, hopefully, 
gender identity), and repeal of the military’s anti-gay Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy (and its 
odious companion, the Solomon Amendment).  
 But the news was hardly all good.  Most disheartening of all was the passage by California 
voters of Proposition 8, the anti-marriage amendment to the state Constitution that overturned 
the state Supreme Court’s decision earlier this year holding that marriage is a fundamental right 
that cannot be denied to same-sex couples.  Although the passage of similar amendments in 
Florida and Arizona was also disappointing, the California outcome was much more crushing 
because the vote was so close and because defeating  Proposition 8 would have been such a 
tremendously important win for marriage equality.
 So the question on the table is: what now?  After thousands of gay and lesbian couples 
got married in California in recent months, what is the legal status of their relationships?  And 

 In honor of the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 
Fairness Campaign will host a community forum on Envisioning Kentucky with a Statewide 
Fairness Law on December 10 at 7 p.m. at the Fairness offi ce at 2263 Frankfort Avenue.
 Sixty years ago the Universal Declaration of Human Rights fi rst recognized what have 
now become universal values: human rights are inherent to all. The Declaration and its core 
values, including non-discrimination, equality, fairness and universality, apply to everyone, 
everywhere and always.
 In the spirit of this groundbreaking document that 
states, “All are equal before the law and are entitled without 
any discrimination to equal protection of the law. All are 
entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in 
violation of this Declaration and against any incitement 
to such discrimination”, we’ll gather to discuss the recent 
Statewide Fairness Summit and how we can all work together 
to advance human rights in our Commonwealth.
 On September 27, representatives of the ACLU of Kentucky, Anne Braden Institute, B-
GLAD, CFAIR, Fairness Campaign, Lexington Fairness, Kentuckians for the Commonwealth, 
Kentucky Commission on Human Rights, Kentucky Equality Federation, and Kentucky 
Fairness Alliance gathered at Centre College to begin developing a long-term strategy to win 
passage of a state Fairness law.  December’s community forum will provide an opportunity 
for additional Fairness supporters to hear more about the inaugural Fairness Summit and to 
contribute ideas and strategies.
 Supporters are encouraged to join the work groups now forming to develop plans to 
address key strategic objectives such as strengthening our LGBT organizations, building 
the base of Fairness supporters, voter identifi cation, electoral work, public education and 
fundraising that will be required to make our vision for a statewide Fairness law a reality.
 We invite you to join us for this community forum and add your ideas and talents to the 
work for a statewide Fairness law. 

Envisioning Kentucky 
with a Statewide 

Fairness Law 
December 10 at 7 p.m. 
at the Fairness offi ce. 
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 A two-month inquiry by an investigator hired by CFAIR has uncovered no clear evidence 
of who was responsible for the anti-gay postcard that attacked Democratic candidate Ken 
Herndon on the eve of the May 2008 primary election.
 CFAIR, the political action committee of the Fairness Campaign, hired investigator Rick 
Hessig after several citizens requested during a community dialogue that CFAIR investigate 
who produced and distributed the campaign piece. Hessig is a lawyer and a private investigator 
with more than 20 years of experience. 
  The postcard appeared during the weekend before the primary and targeted Herndon, 
a founder of the Fairness Campaign, longtime community activist and public servant. The 
document contained inaccurate statements and doctored photographs of Herndon, who lost 
the hotly contested primary race for the 6th District Metro Council seat to CFAIR-endorsed 
incumbent George Unseld. The only identifying information on the document was that a group 
calling itself the “Committee for Family and Moral Values” claimed responsibility for it.
 Hessig reported his investigation results to the CFAIR board of directors. Hessig stated, 
“Unfortunately, I have been unable to uncover any verifi ed information that would lead to the 
producer/distributor of the literature.” He interviewed dozens of people in the political and 
legal communities and conducted Internet-based and other research during the two-month 
investigation.  Hessig also shared information and leads with an investigator hired by Ken 
Herndon.
 During the investigation, another attack postcard appeared that purported to be from the 
“Committee for Family and Moral Values.” This piece targeted Katie King, a candidate for 
Jefferson County District Court judge and the daughter of Democratic Metro Council member 
Jim King. CFAIR’s investigation determined that the Katie King postcard and the Herndon 
postcard were unlikely to have come from the same source. The quality of materials and 
language used in the Herndon document were signifi cantly different than those in the judge’s 
race, which Katie King narrowly won over CFAIR-endorsed David Holton.
 The CFAIR board of directors has shared the results of its investigation with Ken Herndon 
and offered its continued assistance.  Should additional information surface that would be 
likely to lead to the producer or distributor of the postcard, CFAIR will resume the inquiry 
through its investigator.
 Herndon has fi led a lawsuit against an unknown defendant in Jefferson Circuit Court 
under Case No. 08-CI-10253. The lawsuit seeks information and damages for Herndon related 
to the production and distribution of the fl yer.
    “We hope that Mr. Herndon’s suit and the discovery process related to it will uncover 
more information about the source of the hate-fi lled campaign literature that marred the 6th 
District Metro Council Democratic primary,” said Joanne Lynch, one of the co-chairs of CFAIR. 
“The Board of Directors appreciates Mr. Herndon’s initiative in fi ling this suit and hopes that 
it will yield facts helpful in pinpointing the people responsible for the attack postcard.” 

Investigation Unable to Discover Source of 
Anti-Gay Mailer

Louisville in the Time of Milk

 For today’s generations it is nearly 
inconceivable that not too long ago people 
could get arrested or fi red for being gay, or that 
being gay was once considered a mental illness 
by the American Psychological Association.  In 
the 1970’s, this fear was real, and in California 
a man named Harvey Milk (1930-1978) took 
the lead on gay & lesbian civil rights. 
 In 1977, Harvey Milk was elected to San 
Francisco’s Board of Supervisors, making him 
the fi rst openly gay elected offi cial in the U.S. 
In his acceptance speech he stated, “This is 
not my victory, it’s yours… If a gay can win, 
it means that there is hope that the system 
can work for all minorities if we fi ght. We’ve 
given them hope.”
 Milk campaigned by shaking hands and 
having conversations with every potential 
voter he met and he grabbed press at every 
turn. He canvassed every precinct twice and 
registered people to vote. Milk built coalitions 
that helped him get elected including teamsters, 
fi remen, the Mexican-American Political 
Association, Castro Village Association, 
San Francisco Labor Council among many 
others.
 Following his election, Milk received 
congratulations from all around the country. 
A lesbian teacher wrote, “I thank God I have 
lived long enough to see my kind emerge from 
the shadows and join the human race.” Milk 
spoke often of a 16 year old boy from Altoona, 
PA who had called Milk and thanked Milk for 
giving him hope that he could make something 
with his life. The massive publicity Milk had 
received around his election led to an onslaught 
of death threats. As a result, Milk recorded a 
will containing the famous quote: “If a bullet 
should enter my brain, let that bullet destroy 
every closet door.”
 Harvey Milk was assassinated on 
November 27, 1978, by city supervisor Dan 
White. With the city in agony, a vigil that 
evening drew some 40,000 people in a march 
to city hall.   
 White showed no remorse for his actions. 
The seated jury for White’s trial was white 
middle-class San Franciscans; gays and ethnic 
minorities were excused from the jury pool. 
The jury was sympathetic to White, some 
cried during his taped confession. The defense 
attorney claimed that White was a victim of 
diminished capacity due to extreme stress 
and an increased state of depression. White’s 
defense became known as the “Twinkie 
defense,” as his attorney said that White’s 
mental deterioration was demonstrated 

 Gay brothers and sisters...You must come out. Come out...to your parents...I know that 
it is hard and will hurt them but think about how they will hurt you in the voting booth! Come 
out to your relatives…come out to your friends...if indeed they are your friends. Come out to 
your neighbors...to your fellow workers...to the people who work where you eat and shop... 
But once and for all, break down the myths, destroy the lies and distortions. For your sake. 
For their sake. For the sake of the youngsters who are becoming scared by the votes from 
Dade to Eugene.  –  Harvey Milk
 Coming out for LGBT people in the 1970’s was a very different story than it is today.  
While it’s certainly a different environment now, many individual issues and concerns remain 
the same.  In the spirit of Harvey Milk’s legendary work to bring people together in the struggle 
for equality, the Fairness Campaign, Williams-Nichols Archives, UofL’s Offi ce for LGBT 
Services and commonGround invite you to Our History in the Time of Milk, a conversation 
about life for LGBT people in Louisville in the 1970’s.  The free event will be held at Chao 
Auditorium in Ekstrom Library at the University of Louisville on Tuesday, January 13 at 7 
p.m. 
 If you or someone you know would like to share their stories from this period, please 
contact David Williams with the Williams-Nichols Archives at KyArchives@aol.com or 
Fairness at 893-0788.  

Harvey Milk: Gotta 
Give 'em Hope

continued on page 6
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2008 Friend of Fairness Donors

Special thanks go to the many donors who contribute to make 
the Fairness Campaign's continuing work for justice and equality possible.  

See yourself among this list of Fairness stars by making a fi nancial contribution today!

Aaron Adams 
Gary Adams  

Steve Adams & Michael Miller 
Carlos Aguilar  

Grace Akers & Maria Price
Michael Aldridge  

Emilio Alezandrov  
Sean Allen  
Ann Allen  
Chris Allen  

Bill & Patricia Allison
Debra Anderson & Gary Cusick

Anonymous
Allan & Elise Atherton

Adam Azbill  
Elizabeth Baber  

Kevin Bach  
Mark Bailey & Adrian Boyle

George Bailey & Porter Watkins
Joe Banks  

Betty Banton  
Willa & Steve Barger

Mark Baridon  
Stephanie Barker & Danette Rhoads

Clint Barnett  
Laura Baron  

Matthew Barzun  
Beth Bates & Kim Peurrung

Adrian Bayraktaroglu  
Dennis Beard  

Jeff Been & Eric Graninger
Aaron Bell  

Patti Bell & Jeanne Hanley
David Bell  

Emily Bingham & Stephen Reily
Eleanor Bingham

Mary & Elzie Ray Bird
Linda & Robert Black

Bobby Blair  
Eileen Blanton & Rick Nelson

Alvin Boblett  
Richard Boland & Annette Rudd

Jeffrey Bone  
Cornelia Bonnie  
David Bostock  

Marigny & Jon Bostock
Erik Botther  

Marla Boudreaux  
Steven Bourassa  

Chris Bowman  
Jacqueline Boyatt  

Steve & Patty Boyce
Roger Bradford  
James Braham  

Dennis & Patricia Bricking
Justin Broskery  

Paul Brown  
Christie & Owsley Brown 

Gregory Brown  
Nickole Brown  

Rebecca Brown  
Jon Brown  

Vernon Broyles  
Greg Bryant  

Brian Buford  
Chris Burba  

Don & Barbara Burch
Thomas Burch  

Diane Buss  
Carol & Craig Cadonic

Mark Cain & Don Phillips
Mary Lou Cambron  

Johanna Camenisch  
Michael Capiro  

Robert Caruthers  
Lindy Casebier  

Soni & Brad Castleberry
Kendra Castleberry  

Lee Cave & Andy Patterson
Dotty Cherry  

David & Debbie Chervenak
Rusty Cheuvront  

Dale Cieslik  
Helen Claiborne  

Holly Clark  
Andrew Clark  

Denise & Ronald Clayton
Deb Clem  

Joseph Clemans & Jason Bowen
Mark Clements  

Joe Clinkenbeard  
Lee Cochran & Terry Cardwell

Khalilah Collins  
Brent Collins  

Terry Conliffe & Ken Beaty
Maureen Connelly  

Jacob Conway  
Graham & Martha Neal Cooke 

John Cooper  
Dwight Cosby  

Dario & Madeline Covi
Fannie Cox  
Allyson Cox  

Kathleen Crawford & Cindi Ramm
Bob Crawford  

Cassandra Culin & Kyle Ellison
Robert & Delores Cunningham

Kate Cunningham  
Derek Curry  
Henry Curtis  

Joanne & Lee Cybulski
Janet Dakan  

Craig Dalton & Matthew Brunic
Robert Davenport  
Kathleen David  

Todd Dedas
Ann Deibert  

Betsy Dekoster  
Rob Dennison  

Jim Dickinson & Timothy Combs
Laurie Dobbins & Phil Brown

James Dorn  
John Doukas & Patrick Kelly
Marc Dowell & Ron Leonard

Lisa Doyle  
Michael Drury & Bryant Lewis

Joan & Tom Dubay
Julia Eames & Mary Renaud

Maree Ecrevan  
George & Jean Edwards

Diane Endicott  
Mark England & Michael Handley

Carl Enoch & Lloyd Cole
Brittany Estep  

B.J. Evans  
Gary Everett  

Expressions of You  
Ed Fallon & Paul Brezosky

Dan Farrell  
Richard Felts  
Aletha Fields  
John Fischer  
Garry Fischer  

Richard & Marjorie Fitzgerald
Michael Flatt & Charles Baker

Maud Fleigelman  
Tim Fleischer  

Virginia Forest & Patria Fielding
Cate & Peter Fosl

Kenny Fox & Jason Kell
Ginny Frazier  

Sarah Frederick  
Shannon & Andy Frey

Elliot & Shelley Fu
Scott Furkin & Mary Pace

Harry Gallagher  
Eleanore Garber  

Joyce & Gordon Garner
Bryan Gatewood & Allen Purnell

Derek Gearing Sleznick  
Andrew Gentile  
Jessica George  

Larry & Ricky Gettleman
Christina Gilgor  

David Gill  
Tim Gilligan  

Nancy & Sheldon Gilman
Bud Glass  

Janice Goff Kate Larken
Frank Goodloe  

Marlene & Sam Gordon
Gerry Gordon-Brown  

Sarah Gorham  
Kelly Gream & James Wimpsett

Rebecca Greenlee  
Robert Greenwell  

Katharine Griswold  
Ira Grupper  

Cindy Guertin
James & Glenda Guess

Angela & Ken Hagan
Patti Hall &Alise Oliver

June Hampe  
Brad Hampton  

Melanie Hardison  
Jerry Hardt & Diane Yoder

Elizabeth Hardwick  
Jim Haswell  

Patrick Hayden  
Billy Hayden  

Bob Hays & Don Hixon
Lauren Heberle & Jonathan Lowe

Gail Heller  
Louis Helman  
Jay Hemphill

Fred Hendler & Nancy Martin
Jimmie Henley  
Susan Herlin  
Ken Herndon  

Roberta Hershberg 
Susan Hershberg 

Kevin Hickey  
Eric Hines & Eric David

Cathy Hinko  
Stewart & Jennifer Hoertz

Gill & Augusta Holland
Kat Holmes  
Jane Hope  

Karen Horan & Judy Pugh
Andrew & Stephanie Horne

David & Mary Horvath
William Hoston  

Dan Hourigan & Ton Ali
Larry Hovekamp  
Michael Howell  

Jeremy Huddleston  
Bryce Hudson  

Blaine & Bani Hines-Hudson
Chris Hungerford  

Dennis Hunter  
Anne Huntington  

Rachel Hurst  
Randy Hurtado  

Michael Ice  
Derek Inghram  

Rose & Ampelio Isetti
Karen Jarboe & Nanci Moore

Dawn Jenkins  
Judi Jennings  
Greg Jewell  

Rose Mary Johnson  
Clark Johnson & Diane Pecknold

Jeffery Johnson  
Richard Johnson  
David Johnson  

Tom Jones & Rick Nottingham
Allen Jones  

Shirley & Donald Jones
Kevin Kalinsky  
Billy Kannapel  
Annie Karaba  
Tracy Karem  
John Keeter  
Chris Keir  

Gloria Kemper-O’Neil  
Jim & Debbie King

Barry King & Danny Wilson
Amanda Kinney  
George Kitchen  

John Kleber  
Miriam Klein & Marc Leibson

Keith Klusman  
Avery Kolers & Karen Christopher

Carol Kraemer  
Edward Kruger & Jeff Rodgers

Forrest Kuhn  
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2008 Friend of Fairness Donors

Thank you for your support! 

Please note that only donations 
received and recorded by 11/20/08 
are listed. If you sent a donation 
prior to that time, but your name 
does not appear, please contact 
the Fairness offfi ce at 893-0788.  
A complete listing of all 2008 
donors and gifts made in honor of 
individuals will appear in the next 
newsletter.  

Ryan LaFollette  
Michael LaGrone  

Kathy & Lew Lancaster
Amy & Sterling Lapinski

Jimmy LaSalvia  
Erica Lawson  
Tim Lawson  
Nancy Leach  
Michael Lee  

Bruce & Margie Lincoln
Tony & Anne Lindauer

Steve Lindsey & Craig Pickering
Judy & Steven Lippmann

Robert Loeb  
Jessica Loving & Sheryl Snyder

Gary Loyd  
Bernie Lubbers  
Barbara Luckett  

Sean Lyons  
Tom Wallace Lyons  

Doug Magee & Anne Marie Regan
Patrick Mahoney  

Edward Mansilla & Lisa Hamilton
Sam Marcosson  

Leonard Mariani & Greg Hutcheson
Anne & Melvin Maron

Ernest & Ona Bass Marshall
Charlene Martin  

David Maxwell & Marcelo Venegas
Irv Maze  

Judith McCandless & Grady Clay
Travis McKay  

Casey McKenzie  
Randall McKenzie  
Pamela McMichael  

Justin Mello  
Todd Mercier  

Ronald & Linda Metts
Terry Mickler  
Robert Micou  
Jay MiGuire  
Kay Milam  

Kevin Milburn & Todd Reed
Christopher Miller & Bill Stanley

David Mills  
Krista Mills  

William Minter  
Tom Moffett  

Andrée Mondor & Marshall Eldred
Joseph Monostero  

Derrick Moore  
Shirley Moorman  
Betty Moorman  
Robbie Moriarty  

Liz Morley  
Daniel Morrical  
Marion Morrison  

Paul Morsey  
Margaret & Louis Moseson

Diane Moten  
Travis Myles & William Haney

Michael Neumann & Michael Jones
Lisa Nicholson  

Nick Nosko  
Jeff Nowlin  

Patrick Nunes  
Sue O Daniel & Greg McCullough

Adale O’Brien  
Sheila O’Donnell-Schuster  

Kevin Olivaires  

Dana Oliver  
Kathleen O’Neil Jim Busch
Joe & Mary Beth O’Reilly

Raymond Orthober & Maria Alcalde
Lisa Osanka  

Debra Osoffsky  
Dianna Ott & Robin Goodman
Outlooks Custom Carpentry  

David Overstreet  
David & Ona Owen

Patricia Owen  
K.A. Owens  

Christopher Padgett  
Thomas & Brooke Pardue

Jimmy Parker  
Nathan Parson  

David Partin  
Will Patterson  

Jim & Susanne Paul
Jardana Peacock  

Matthew Pentwick & Brad Herndon
Andy Perry & John Sistarenik

Jeff Perry  
Stildoma Peticora  

Thomas Pike & Helen Jones
Phil Piner  

Bobby Plienis  
Jim Pohl  

Chris Poore  
Suzy Post  

John & Eugenia Potter
Ben Powers  
Katie Pride  

Production Simple  
Diana Queen  
Joan Ramos  

Morgan Ransdell  
Paul Ratliff  

Adelia Redmon  
Ali Reed  

Derek Reese  
John Reisert  

Madeline Reno  
Natalie Reteneller 
Zachary Reuton  

Emily Rigdon  
Richard & Janet Rink

John Roberts  
Monica Roberts  

Jim Roberts & Marilyn Hrbek
Christa Robinson  
Barbara Roche  

Janet Rockafellar  
Ramon Rodriquez  

Becky Roehrig & Lisa Gunterman
John & Teouline Rose

David Rowlett  
Angelyn Rudd  

Gary & Jill Sampson
Clarence Sams  
Philip Samuel  

Donna Sanders  
Shelley & John Santry

Chris Saporita  
Jeff Sauer  

Edward Schadt  
Alan Scherer  

Patti & Martin Schiller
James Schorch  
Rose Schreck  

Judy Schroeder  
Gilbert & Bettye Schroerlucke

Louise Schulman 
Richard Schwarz  

Richard Schyrmse  
Ernesto Scorsone & John Davis

Valerie Scott  
Marcia & Edwin Segal

Stephen & Deirdre Seim
John Selent  
Gary Shelby  

Amy & Ronald Shir
Bobby Shore  
Edward Sim  
Sue Simon  

Steve Singleton  
Cammie Sizemore & Constance Ard

Will Skaggs & Michael Ozment
Toni Skiles  
Mike Slaton  

Seymour Slavin & Claire Drucker
Jeff Smith  

Edward Smith  
Catherine Smith  

Trisha Anne Smith-Kolb  
Laura Snyder  

Fabiano Sonza  
Jane Adams Spahr  

Don Spanyer  
Stephen Spayner  

Sue Speed  
J. Alexander Speer  

Patrick Stallard  
Jason Stamper  

Dorene & Russell Stein
Julie Stephenson  

Maggie Steptoe & Al Spotts
Christi Stevens  
James Stewart  

Alicia Stofferahn  
Elwood Stroder & Mike O’Leary
Robert Strong & Valencia Lopez
Spencer Sullivan & Alvin Boblitt
Scott Sullivan & Kevin Quiggins

Gregg Swem  
David Tachau & Susannah Woodcock

Andrew Taliano  
Missy Talley & Alice Morrison-Talley

James Taylor & Nelson Bolton
Carla & Grant Taylor
Arch & Wanda Taylor

Patricia Taylor  
Jefferson County Teachers Assoc.  
John Tederstrom & Mark Cannon

Nancy Theriot  
Phil Thomas & Tricia Tinsley
Dorothy & Kenneth Thomas

David Thomas  
Deborah Thompson & Jo Ann Kalb

Terry Thompson  
Elise Tighe  

Kay & Walter Tillow
Harold & Carol Trainer

Sam Tramas  
Tom Trudgeon  
Jerry Tucker  

Maurice Tucker  
Alan Turkett  

Thomas Turner  
George Unseld  

Sherrie & Stuart Urbach
Rudy Van Meter  
Suzanne Vance  
Stephen Vance  

Charles Venable  
Vincent Vermeulen  

Britt Villarreal  
Gordon Vogt  

Voices of Kentuckiana  
Ronald Walford  

Bob Walker & Randy Horn
Melanie Walker  
Debra Wallace  
Roea Wallace  

Carla F. Wallace  
J.M. Ward  

Adam Ware  
J. Warfi eld  

Hal Warheim  
Jimmy Wathen  

Tony & Dale Watson
Robert Wayne & Darrell Hamlin

Clarence & Libby Weathers
Terry & Morris Weiss

Jane Welch   
Dona Wells  

Don Wenzel & Ron Darnell
Marilyn & John Werst

Kelly Wesley  
Joanna West  
Jane White  

Ross Whites  
Clare & Michelle Whitley
Antonio & Janis Wickliffe

John & Janet Wilborn
Nicholas Wilkerson  

Cherry & Edison Williams
David Williemain  
Stephen Willis  

Nathan Wilson & David Claypool
John Wilson  
Dawn Wilson  
Beth Wilson  

Leslie Wilson & Nick Carter
Travis Wimsett  

Kelly Wisby  
Rick Wise  

Bruce Wolfschlag & Ron Rebant
Virginia & James Woodward

Todd Wright  
Bette Wright  
Fawn Wujick  

John & Catherine Yarmuth
Jim Young  

Roger Young  
Barry Zalph & Katherine Whiteside
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Challenging Proposition 8
what is being done, and what can be done in the months and years ahead, to reverse what 
happened on November 3?
 As for the 18,000 same-sex couples who got married between May 15th and Election Day, 
their status is uncertain.  The wording of the amendment that was placed into the California 
Constitution states, “Only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in 
California.”  Opponents of LGBT rights 
will argue that even those marriages already 
celebrated can no longer be “recognized” 
once the amendment is passed.  However, 
the fact that these couples (and many 
others, including children, people who sold 
property on the belief that these couples 
were married, etc.) married in good faith 
and in reliance on a then-valid state Supreme 
Court decision will most likely lead the 
California courts to hold their marriages 
valid and entitled to continuing legal 
recognition, regardless of the ultimate fate 
of same-sex marriage generally.
  The hope of future couples gaining 
the opportunity to marry in California rests on two possible tracks.  The fi rst is a lawsuit that 
has already been fi led, challenging the legality of Proposition 8 itself.  Prop 8 was placed on 
the ballot by a petition initiative; under California law, only a constitutional amendment can 
be put on the ballot using the voter petition method.  If a proposed change is so substantial 
that it constitutes a “revision,” it must use a different process: it must be proposed through 
the state legislature, and then the voters must agree by a 2/3 majority, rather than a simple 
majority.  Prop 8, of course, did not come close to receiving 2/3 of the vote last month.  The 
lawsuit argues that because Prop 8 strips same-sex couples of the fundamental right to marry, 
it is a sweeping change of the type that must go through the revision process.  The California 
Supreme Court agreed on November 19 to hear the case, which is a good sign but certainly 
no guarantee of its success.
 If the Prop 8 challenge fails in court, then the next step will be to seek a repeal at the next 
opportunity, which is likely to be the 2010 elections.  After the successful and highly publicized 
nationwide protests that followed the vote, there is great momentum in California to start the 
petition drive necessary to put the issue back on the ballot.  The key issues will be whether the 
players who were behind the unsuccessful “No on 8” campaign have learned the lessons from 
that campaign, including how counter-productive it is to “hide” actual LGBT people from the 
ads and messages being delivered (as if the rights being talked about exist in a vacuum), and 
how you cannot win in a state as big and diverse in California without engaging the issue from 
the grassroots up, and with a broad coalition driving the fi ght.  Finally, it will also be critical 
to strip our opponents of what proved to be an effective, albeit deceptive, argument in their 
campaign – that equal recognition by the state of our relationships as marriages would mean 
that any church would be required to perform ceremonies that are contrary to the beliefs of 
that faith.  Once that false claim is put to rest, and a better campaign is waged that puts into 
practice the hard lessons of the last race, there is every reason to believe that California in 2010 
can and will be the site of an important, historic victory in the fi ght for marriage equality.

continued from page 1

Nearly 300 Louisvillians joined in nationwide protest 
of California's Proposition 8 in November.

Louisville's Join the Impact Protest of Prop 8 drew a large crowd that encircled City Hall.

 On October 28, Fairness Campaign 
leaders, staff, and community members met 
with Chief of Police Robert White and Chief 
of Staff Troy Riggs of the Louisville Metro 
Police Department to discuss issues of concern 
to LGBT people in Louisville.  When asked 
by Fairness leaders to engage in a dialogue 
surrounding several recent incidents in the 
community, Chief White readily agreed to 
meet. 
 Prior to discussing any specifi c incidents, 
Chief White explained to the group that it is 
the goal of the LMPD to treat all citizens with 
respect and human dignity, regardless of their 
sexual orientation, gender identity or race.  
Since the beginning of his tenure in 2003, 
Chief White has implemented an in-depth 
sensitivity training for everyone on the police 
force to equip all offi cers with information 
and understanding so that they may respond 
respectfully to situations involving people that 
may be different from the offi cer.
 Although every police department 
employee undergoes this training, several 
members of the Fairness community have been 
treated unfairly by the LMPD and were ready 
to speak about it directly to Chief White.  
 After facing sometimes violent 
harassment by their neighbors for over two 
years and receiving no solace from the police 
offi cers that handled their situation, a lesbian 
couple in the West End called on Fairness for 
help.  They courageously shared their story with 
White and Riggs detailing their mistreatment 
by their neighbors and the neglect of the police 
department in ensuring their safety.  Chief 
White promised to personally look into the 
incident and respond to the couple within 
days.  Since the meeting with the Chief in late 
October the couple has received information 
that resulted in their being able to obtain an 
Order of Protection.  We’re pleased to report 
that since that time they have not faced any 
further harassment from their neighbors.
 While Fairness leaders understand that 
this meeting with Chief White is not going to 
eliminate all problems related to the protection 
of LGBT people in Louisville, we understand 
that building a stronger relationship with the 
Chief and his staff will assist us in directing 
citizens through the proper channels when 
incidents involving the police arise.  In 
addition, the Fairness Campaign has extended 
an offer of its services in support of the 
comprehensive sensitivity training offered to 
the LMPD.

Fairness Meets with 
Chief of Police

Fairness is on Facebook, become a Friend!
Help us keep you connected, share your email address with Fairness.
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and exacerbated by his junk food binge the night before and the months leading up to the 
murders. 
 The jury found White guilty on 2 counts of voluntary manslaughter, giving him 7 years 
and 8 months in prison. Many condemned the jury’s decision. Pandemonium rapidly followed 
as thousands of people marched on city hall. The riot escalated as rocks were hurled at the 
front doors and the people began setting fi re to police cars. Later that night police retaliated 
and drove into the Castro in full riot gear and stormed a gay bar, attacking and beating patrons 
at random. By morning, 61 police offi cers and 100 rioters and gay residents of the Castro had 
been hospitalized.
 Dan White served a little more than fi ve years for the double murder of Mayor Moscone 
and Milk. On October 22, 1985, a year and a half after his release from prison, White was 
found dead in a running car in his ex-wife’s garage. As a result of Dan White’s trial, California 
voters changed the law to reduce the likelihood of acquittals of accused that knew what they 
were doing but claimed their capacity was impaired. 
 Often referred to as “the Mayor of Castro Street,” Milk sponsored the Gay Rights 
Ordinance barring anti-gay discrimination and guaranteeing gay rights in San Francisco.
He profoundly infl uenced gay and lesbian politics, and was also a champion of human rights.  
Milk once said, “...you’ve got to keep electing gay people...to know there is better hope for 
tomorrow. Not only for gays, but for blacks, Asians, the disabled, our senior citizens and us. 
Without hope, we give up. I know you cannot live on hope alone, but without it life is not 
worth living. You and you and you have got to see that the promise does not fade.” 
 Learn more at www.fairness.org.

Harvey Milk: Gotta Give 'em Hope
continued from page 2


